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Rules and Deadlines
Challengers: The business plans you will develop and submit must target a STEM category related to Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  Your team will be judged and awarded points based on the inclusion of these factors, as well as your plan’s degree of innovation. (e.g. Executive Summary graded on Innovation, Financial Plan graded on Math). [For complete scoring breakdown see page 2.] 
To become a competitor, fill out and submit your team’s letter of intent to participate, [see page 3.]  Although the letter of intent to participate is not mandatory, we highly encourage you to do so.
Completed business plans must be submitted to Workforce Solutions Upper Rio Grande, 221 N Kansas, Suite 1000, El Paso, TX 79901, no later than Monday, February 20th, 2012 11:59 PM MST.  Upon its evaluation by a select panel of judges, the finalist teams will present their idea in front of a panel of community leaders on March 9 and 10, 2012. 
Winners of the 2012 STEM Challenge 3 will be announced at an awards reception on March 10th.. Teams will be competing for prizes and school recognition.
Dates and Deadlines:
· September 23, 2011 – STEM Challenge3 Launch Date
· February 20tht - Business plan must be submitted no later than 11:59 PM MST

· February 22nd -Top Finalists will be selected. Each team will present at the final competition
· March 9th - Elevator Pitch Competition worth 30% of final score
· March 10th - Presentation Competition worth 70% of final score
· March 10th – Awards ceremony and photos 

Team Requirements:
· Teams must represent a high school in the Upper Rio, Middle Rio, Lower Rio Grande Region or Southern New Mexico
· Teams must be comprised of two to five members and must be in 9th  through 12th grade 

· Teams must have at least one faculty/staff as team mentor

Business Plan Criteria and Scoring Breakdown:
Business Plan template will be provided by Workforce Solutions Upper Rio Grande.  Your plan must target at least one of the following STEM categories: 

· Military Defense/Aerospace
· Automotive
· Alternative Energy 
· Life Sciences
· Healthcare and Biomedical Science
· Information Technology
· Consumer Products
Scoring Breakdown: 

Plans must include Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math components within pre-determined section (Science – 15 points, Technology – 15 points, Engineering – 20 points, Math – 25 points and Innovation – 25 points) 
• MLA style2 

• Single space 

• Times New Roman font 

• 12 pt. size 

• Abide by copyright laws 

• No more than 12 pages in length (not including appendices) 
• On 8 ½ X 11’’ letter size paper
New this year will be the competition pathway of technical workshops.  Time, dates and locations will be announced at a later date.

(Selection of judges, determination of contest sites, and allocation of prizes, operational costs, and contest rules are at the sole discretion of Workforce Solutions Upper Rio Grande.)
Intent to Participate

 

High School (Please fill out a separate sheet for each team):  ___________________________________________
Team or Name: _____________________________________________________________________
SELECT YOUR STEM CATEGORY
Military Defense/Aerospace              Automotive                      Alternative Energy    

Life Sciences             Information Technology            Consumer Products            Healthcare and Biomedical Science
Summarize in 3-5 sentences your project description (for publication): ____________________________________________________________________________________________
 

__________________________________________________________________​​​__________________________
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​__________________________
 

TEAM MEMBER INFORMATION

        Name                                                                Grade                                        Email 

1.__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

2.__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

3.__________________________________________________________________________________________
 

4. _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

5. _________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Name of Team Mentor: ______________________________________________________________________
 Phone:  ____________________      Fax: _____________________
    E-mail: __________________________
 Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________
Signature of Team Sponsor/Teacher




Date





Return completed form in any of the following formats:

Email: stem@urgjobs.org 

Fax:  915.351.2790   Attention: STEM CHALLENGE 3
Mail: Workforce Solutions Upper Rio Grande  


221 N. Kansas, Suite 1000



 El Paso, TX 79901
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